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A DID ANYONE PERCEIVE SOMETHING CALLED SOCIAL DISTANCING EVEN A YEAR
| A60? LoULD ANYONE FROM THEN COMPREHEND 0UR LIVES NOW? T HE
WAS THE SAME, AND YET S0 MUCH

/ SN b ¥
D. ZA Vol

ORLD
HAD TRANSMUTED.

NOT S0 MUCH IN THIS VILLAGE IN INDIA WHERE YOUNG ILA LIVES.
IT'S TRUE THAT COVER/NG
OUR OWN FACE ISN'T
ANYTHING NEW HERE- AT
LEAST FOR THE WOMEN. /LA
HAS GROWN UP SEEING HER

1l ! I e o e
VLA IS FULL OF LIFE SHE |} || SHRIEKS 0F HURT AND

MAA AND HER DAAD! AND | /S SOMEONE WHO ||| PAIN_.oF FamiLy...

ALL THE OTHER WOMEN IN \ DOESN'T CARE ABOUT /|

THE VILLAGE ALWAYS CARING | | -

" WHAT OTHERS MAY / | ‘ :
AS MUCH ABOUT THEIR |T OPINE, NOT WHEN SKE L
'PALLUS’ AND THEIR VWS 'SHE/S EQUITABLE. | §7
‘CHUNGCHATS', AS ALL AND " LIKE SHE KNEW WHEN |
SUNDRY PRESENTLY D0 WITH | || | HE DECIDED T0 STUYDY
HEIR MASKS AND L8 FURTHER
THEIR SHIELDS. 8

e ||

/LA WONDERS IF |

THERE'S L

| ANYTHING SHE |

| ¢4V 0o To sTOP |
THIS LUNACY.

BUT SHE CANNOT s
CENTRALIZE CONTROL
OF HER STUDIES OR HER .SHE CAN'T LOOSEW,
MATTERS EVER NOT WHEN THIS
NICHT - WHEN FROM MONSTROSITY RESIDES |
BEHIND DOORS SHUT, INSIDE EVER
HORRORS OF VIOLENCE HOUSEHOLD, EVEN HER
SEEP THROUGH To RING VERY OWN. SHE FEELS
THE ONES THAT D0 No THROUGH THE VULNERABLE. SHE FEELS
COME WITH ELUCIDATION. DESOLATE STREETS VEXED.

I BUT /LA DOESN'T

ATTEND COLLEGE To LIVE
UP To0 TEDIOUS
TRADIT/IONS- ESPECIALL




THAT NICHT, AFTER HER BAPUJI HAD CONE T0O SLEEP, /LA PUT HER MAA TO REPOSE AND
LOCKED HERSELF IN HER ROOM.

MOON, YEARNING FOR A SILVER' LINING,
WITH ALL SHE HAD LEARNT AND HAD ALWAYS ASPIRED T0 PRACTISE- WASN'T THERE
ANYTHING SHE COULD D0? WHAT 600D 1S IT IF SHE CANNOT IMPLEMENT THEM IN HER

ACTIONS? SHE KNEW SOMETHING HAD TO BE DONE, AND IT HAD T0 BE DONE SYNCHRONOUSLY.

THE STAKES WERE T0o HICH.
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WEREN'T THE)
| TENDING To THE
1 ARRANGCEMENTS FOR
THE MIGRANT |
WORKER FAMILIES—
WALKING THEIR |
LONG WAY BACK |
FROM THE |
Q. .40 METROPOLISES?

THE PANDEMIC
STOPPED ALL THE
USUAL CONBRECATION
AND ASSEMBLIES
ATHAT WOULD ENSUE "=,
AALL OVER THE.. ~ B,
VILLAGE AROUND- .. 547
" EVENINGS. T A

o
¥
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| THE ELDERLIES DON'T
SIT UNDER THE BI6 |
.| BANYAN TREE T0 SORT |
“0UT’ THE PERILS OF THE |
| PLANET. THE CHILDREN
| DON'T RUN AROUND THE
FIELDS CREATING CHAOS.
THE LOVERS DON'T |
SECRETLY MEET ANYMORE |
| BY THE LAKE. NOT EVEN |
THE MARKETPLACE GETS |
50 LoUD ENOUCH TO DROWN |
| 7HE CRIES OF THE BIRDS |
RETURNING T0 THEIR |
NESTS.

AND ALL THIS
HUSH DID WAS FAIL
EVEN MORE IN
SUBDUING THE
BAWLING OF ILA’S
KIN. SHE KNEW IT
WAS OIFFICULT To
CONVENE ALL HER ‘ : :
FRIENDS AND COME || g R e W L A, \

UP WITH A i A , — & =

'

ot e b s e

JE THEY WERE
COMPASSIONATE |
ENOUGH To LISTEN
70 THEIR PLIGHT
WHEN VERY FEW
ACTUALLY. CARED
N | SUREL ey, WouLD
| AT LEAST HEAR HER
- oyT?

BUT WHAT /t4 =~ *N
ALSO KNEW WAS |

TR L e /A MESSAGED TWO OF HER BEST

FRIENDS, ASKING THEM T0 MEET &5 |
HER ON THE CAMPUS THE £
FOLLOWING DAY.

EAKING OF DAWN. THAT ILA WENT T0O SLEEP, UNDER THE
SOUNOLY FOR THE FIRST TIME IN WEEKS, HER RESOLVE T0O i e
EPOSE THIS SAVAGE RAKSHAS,

FIRM AS A MOUNTAIN, P

O, - 4
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THE PLAN WAS SURE-FIRE!
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Now ALl THIS NEEDS [« = 3
1S THE OFFICIAL SEAL ' - @
OF APPROVAL S0 /LA S
AND HER FRIENDS Z
MADE WAY T0_THE
PRINCIPAL'S OFFICE- A
CANGC WITH A COAL! 8 Q
. ;t»‘
U LTTLE DID THEY KNoW ;
THAT THEY Wo LD BE GREETED p
WITH SUCH DEFEATISM. G OR
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THE CANG WAS DETERMINED NOT To INVEIGLE.
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..MAYBE THESE JUVENILES WEREN'T 50 JEJUNE AFTER ALLI!!
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FOR TEN D%S ILA AND HER FRIENDS ACTED THEIR COLOURFUL PLAYS /N THE STREETS 0F

THEIR VILLA
ﬁ e B

e

T HE PERFORMANCE
CAVCHT THE
CURIOSITY OF

BY-STANDERS. T HE
WouLD SToP ha)/ AND
STAND To WATCH
THEM SING THEIR
FIERY SONGS, AND
DANCE THEIR ,
=~ BLAZINC ROUTINES.
WOV A4S SOME 0F HER OTHER
W FRIENDS VOLUNTEERED
S8 70 MAINTAIN ORDER
AND DISTANCING, NOT
A SOUL IN -THE VILLAGE
COULD DENY THAT A |
8 CROWD //#:, TURNED I 3

A §l \

/T WAS THE SECOND DAY 0F THEIR
ACT, HER NEIGHBOUR KAAK/!
TURNED UP IN A TRICE To TELL HER
THAT HER HUSBAND HADN'T
AT TACKED OR BERATED HER FOR
THE FIRST TIME IN WEEKS AFTER
WITNESSING THIS LITTLE
PRODUCTION ONCE. /LA WAS SURE
SHE ALMOST CASPED WITH FERVOUR
WHEN KAAK! WOULDN'T EASE HER
EMBRACE...

PLEASED ON THE BEHALF 0F
HER FRIENDS, AND OFCOURSE
HERSELF.

O

... AND THAT WASN'T THE LAST TIME EITHER. |
AF TER | EVERY PERFORMANCE THEIR TINY CAST -

COT “TREATED LIKE STARS BY THE WOMEN -OF. |

THE VILLAGE- ALL COMING WITH A SIMILAR |
ACCOUNT!L SINCE THEN ILA AND HER FRIENDS }\ e
HAVE BEEN SHOWERED WITH LOVE AND -
ADMIRATION. g"

Do ALLECHOED THEIR CRY ACAINST THE VIRUS OF |- §°
: DOMICILIARY . SADISM- STILL REELING. IN 1
SHOCK AT THE CHANGES THE ‘JUVENILES'
HAD UNLEASHED. FOR THEM, THESE YOUNG
WOMEN REALLY WERE STARS WHO HAVE FALLEN
70 EARTH-"ANGELS HERE T0 REALIZE THE |
WISHFUL-DREAMS THEY WERE DREAMING FOR |
A8~ e %
AS FOR ILA AND HER FRIENDS, |
THEY KNOW EXACTLY WHAT STRENGCTH LET THEM ACCOMPLISH THIS INSURMOUNTABLE
FEAT, AND IN SUCH A SHORT TIME. /T WAS THE POWER OF ART ALL ALONG, AND THEIR
UNFAILING LOVE AND FAITH IN THAT. FOR IT WAS ART'S PUNCH THAT LET THEM KNOCK
DOWN ALL THIS BRUTALITY AND LUNACY, FOR NOW, AND
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